www.srbc.net 

The  Susquehanna  River  Basin  Commission  (SRBC)  is  a federal-interstate 
watershed  agency  established  under  the  Susquehanna  River  Basin  Compact. 
The  compact  was  signed  on  December  24,  1 970,  by  President  Richard  Nixon 
and  went  into  effect  on  January  24,  1971. 

It  joined  the  federal  government  and  the  states  of  New  York, 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  as  equal  partners  for  a period  of 
100  years  to  manage  the  Susquehanna  basin's  water  resources  through 
proper  planning,  development  and  regulation. 

As  an  interstate  agency,  SRBC  manages  the  basin’s  water  resources  based 
on  watershed  boundaries,  not  political  boundaries.  This  gives  SRBC 
the  unique  ability  to  help  resolve  potential  interstate  water  disputes. 


SRBC  Mission  (www.srbc.net/geninfo.htm): 

SRBC’s  mission  is  to  enhance  public  welfare  through 
comprehensive  planning,  water  supply  allocation,  and 
management.  To  accomplish  this  mission,  SRBC  works  to: 

• reduce  damages  caused  by  floods; 

• provide  for  the  reasonable  and  sustained  development  and 
use  of  surface  water  and  groundwater  for  municipal,  agricultural, 
recreational,  commercial  and  industrial  purposes; 

• protect  and  restore  fisheries,  wetlands  and  aquatic  habitat; 

• protect  water  quality  and  instream  uses;  and 

• ensure  future  availability  of  flows  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 


SRBC  Members  (www.srbc.net/commiss.htm): 

As  equal  partners,  the  states  and  the  federal  members  each  appoint  a 
commissioner  to  SRBC.  The  commissioners  from  the  member  states 
are  appointed  by  their  respective  governors,  and  the  federal  commissioner 
and  alternates  are  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  commissioners,  or  their  designated  alternates,  meet  quarterly  and 
make  decisions  on  a variety  of  programmatic  and  administrative  matters, 
including  water  withdrawal  and  consumptive  uses,  regulations,  policies, 
budgets,  contracts,  planning,  drought  declarations  and  various  resolutions. 
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SRBC  Staff  (www.srbc.net/staffdirectory.htm): 

The  members  coordinate  with  SRBC’s  Executive  Director  and  staff, 
who  support  the  Commission’s  daily  operations.  SRBC's  technical, 
administrative  and  public  information  staff  are  guided  by  the  agency’s 
comprehensive  plan,  strategic  plans  and  mission  statement.  SRBC  staff 
work  to  provide  excellent  service  to  the  public  and  to  be  leaders  in  the 
conservation,  utilization,  allocation,  development  and  management  of 
water  resources  within  the  Susquehanna  basin.  A complete  directory  of  staff 
and  their  program  areas  is  available  at  the  web  site  address  listed  above. 


The  Susquehanna  River  Basin  (see  map  below): 

• drains  a 27,510-square-mile  area  covering  parts  of  the  states 
of  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland; 

• is  comprised  of  six  major  subbasins; 

• has  more  than  49,000  miles  of  streams 

Idata  source:  National  Hydrography  Dataset]] 

• is  comprised  of  69  percent  forestlands 

[data  source:  Chesapeake  Bay  2000  landuse)]  and 

• has  a population  of  nearly  4 million  (data  source:  2000  census}. 
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CIS  Map  Gallery 

(www.srbc.net/gis/map_gallery.html): 

The  Commission’s  CIS  Map  Gallery  is  consistently 
the  most  visited  section  of  the  web  site.  The  Map 
Gallery  includes  an  array  of  commonly  used  maps. 
For  each  map,  the  user  can  view  a larger  online 
jpeg-formatted  image  or  download  a high  quality 
printable  pdf-formatted  map.  These  images  can  be 
downloaded  and  reprinted,  with  appropriate 
credits  to  SRBC. 


The 

Susquehanna 

River: 


• begins  at  a narrow 
outlet  of  Otsego  Lake 
in  Cooperstown,  N.Y., 
and  meanders 
444  miles  until  it 
empties  into  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  at 
Havre  de  Grace,  Md. 

• is  the  nation’s 
longest,  commercially 
non-navigable 
waterway:  and 

• is  the  largest  tributary 
to  the  Chesapeake 
Bay,  supplying  half  of 
the  bay’s  freshwater 
inflows — about  18 
million  gallons 

per  minute. 
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1721  North  Front  Street,  Harrisburg,  PA  17102 
phone  (717)  258-0423,  fax  (717)  258-2436,  web  site  www.srbc.net,  e-mail  srbc@srbc.net 
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